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Why did I choose to do my project about homophobia?
The reason that I chose this topic over any other is because it really bothers me even
though it’s not relevant to me personally. Homophobia is just one type of hatred out of
many.
I really don’t like listening to people saying that homosexuality is a disease or a mental
illness or even refer to it as something abnormal, weird and not acceptable. I think that
the fact that they’re saying it out loud and not necessarily doing something physically is
bad enough and even worse.
I’m not the type of person who ignores or denies it when I see people that are suffering.
I think that this is important for us, as humans, to support other people and help to make
a better life for them because people who are suffering can’t always ask for help and
that can lead to catastrophic results such as self destructiveness or even denial of their
true self.
I truly believe that my project may change people’s opinion about homosexuals or even
just make them familiar with what a single word can do to an individual and what hatred
can cause.
In my project I’m going to explore the meaning of homophobia, homophobia these days
– violence, laws and so on…

"I believe that one day the world will judge the witch hunt against homosexuals...as an
unbelievable injustice perpetrated by supposedly 'moral' people against innocent
groups, just as harshly as it judges the Spanish Inquisition and the Holocaust. Both the
Church and the Nazis believed they were acting in good faith". N. McLean, Burlington,
ON. Letter to the editor, The Globe and Mail, 1998-APR-11
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Introduction: what is homophobia?
The etymology: The term homophobia comes from the Greek prefix “homoios” which
means “same” and “phobia”, which means “irrational fear”.

Homophobia is irrational fear or antipathy towards homosexuality, homosexuals and the
whole LGBT community which include the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender
people.
It also could be a result of the homosexual urges of the individual himself.
The homophobia can sometimes lead to acts of violence and expressions of hostility
and also discrimination by law, by society and so on.
The civil rights leader Coretta Scott King stated that “Homophobia is
like racism and anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry in that it seeks to dehumanize
a large group of people, to deny their humanity, their dignity and personhood”.
Homophobia can be classified under a number of headlines such as these:
o Personal homophobia – it is the belief of an individual that homosexuality is
abnormal, that homosexual people should be hated. Also, they are:
“psychologically disturbed, genetically defective, unfortunate misfits, that their
existence contradicts the laws of nature…, inflected pariah”
o Interpersonal homophobia – it happens when a personal prejudice affects
relations among individuals.
Example – when an individual comes out as homosexual to another individual
and based on this the individual who is been told no longer wants to be around
with the individual who came out.
o Institutional homophobia – It refers to the ways that the government businesses,
educational, religious and professional organizations systematically discriminate
homosexuals.
Example – The law of many countries around the world that prohibit
homosexuals from getting married and adopting a child.
o Cultural homophobia – It is a social norm or codes of behavior (that are not
written in the law or policy), that express the overview of the society which
legitimize oppression of homosexuals.
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Homophobia nowadays
As mentioned before, homophobia can lead to acts of violence, expressions of hostility
and also discrimination.
In these days you can still see a lot of these acts of homophobia in the modern world
though it’s less pronounced according to age, ethnicity, geographic location, race, sex,
social class, partisan identification (for example, in the US, Democrats and
Republicans), and finally, religious status.

Homophobic prejudice
In our western culture, boys are usually stereotyped as sporty, strong, decision-makers
and girls are expected to be emotional and expressive.
As a result of these stereotype, boys who show their emotions and who are too intimate
with boys are often being stereotyped as homosexual although, between girls, close
friendship, hugging and kissing is usually considered normal and more legitimate and
most likely, won’t be labeled as homosexual. However, a girl who is more boyish and
less feminine like “most of the girls” is more likely to be labeled as a homosexual as
well.
Young people (or even adults in some cases), often use words associated with
homosexuality as an insult such as “that’s so gay”, or even referring to someone as
“gay” as an insult (we also have that in Hebrew).
Using the word “gay” or “homo” as an insult reinforces the conception that it is highly
unacceptable to be a homosexual and can stop people from coming out, and encourage
them not to be their true self and pretend to be heterosexual and repress their
homosexual feelings in order to protect themselves.
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Homophobic violence – “gay bashing”
Homophobic violence, also known as “Gay Bashing” is a verbal or physical abuse
(which can also lead to murder), against a person who is homosexual because of his or
her sexual orientations or gender identity and might also be against a person with a
“gay appearance” or a “gay behavior” (whether the person is homosexual or not is not
relevant).
A verbal gay bashing can be a use of sexual slurs such as “faggot” or “dyke”,
intimidations or threats of violence. It can also take place in a political forum and include
anti-gay slogans.
“Gay Bashing” involves intentional unprovoked actions towards the victim and repeated
negative actions by one or more people against another person.
In the modern western world, violence against homosexuals is qualified as a hate crime
and is often connected with religious views, extremist political ideologies which
condemn homosexuality and relate to it as being mentally, ill, feminine, and morally
wrong.
Examples of violence against homosexuals
Violence against homosexual people can consist of verbal and physical abuse.
In the extreme case, homophobia can even lead to catastrophic cases that can end in a
murder of the homosexual individual.
Those kinds of cases still happen and are still relevant for us in these days, even in
Israel.
For example, the 2009 Tel Aviv gay centre shooting which caused the death of 2 people
and injured at least 15 others.
There are endless cases of such terrible sort of homophobia but I’m going to make you
familiar with only two of them: Matthew Shepard and Harvey Milk.
Both of the cases of Matthew Shepard and Harvey Milk were very famous and made a
huge change in the realization of people of the problem of homophobia around the
world and what it can lead to and do to innocent individuals.
Based on both of the individuals Matthew Shepard and Harvey Milk there are now films,
foundations, books and more…
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Matthew Shepard
1/12/76-12/10/98

Matthew Shepard
About Matthew Shepard’s life

Matthew Shepard was born on December 1, 1976 to
Judy and Dennis Shepard in a small town called
Casper in Wyoming in the U.S.
Matthew attended school in Casper until his junior year
of high school and after that he finished his primary
education in The American School in Switzerland.
Matthew was an optimistic and accepting young man.
He always put his family and friends in first priority and
also has the gift of relating to almost everyone and was
very approachable.
Matthew had a great passion for equality and always
stood up for what he believed in, the acceptance of
people’s differences.
Matthew also had a passion for acting and was very
active both on and off stage.
Matthew studied at the University of Wyoming political
science, foreign relations and languages. Matthew was very interested in politics and
was chosen as the student representative for the Wyoming Environmental Council.
About Matthew Shepard’s death
The events of Matthew Shepard’s death took place on October 7, 1998.
Two men, Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson, lead Matthew to a remote area east
of Laramie. Matthew was tied up to a fence, he was beaten and tortured by the two
individuals and left there while he was suffering and bleeding and unconscious.
Almost 18 hours later, he was found by a cyclist who initially mistook him for a
scarecrow.
Matthew died on October 12 at 12:53 am at the hospital in Front Collins.
Matthew’s entire family was by his side for the last few days of his life.
During Matthew’s Murderers’ trial witnesses stated that Matthew was tortured because
of his homosexuality.
Mathew’s tragedy helped the nation and even the entire world wake up to the fact that
there’s still discrimination and a lot of hate among us and we still have a lot of work to
do in order to stop all of that.
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Harvey Milk
22/5/30- 27/11/78

Harvey milk
About Harvey Milk’s life

Harvey Milk was born on May 22, 1930 in
Woodmere Long Island – U.S.
Milk graduated from the New York College for
Teachers in Albany (1951). He served in the
U.S. Navy during the Korean War and in
1955 and later discharged (He claimed to be
discharged because of his homosexuality but
military records don’t support this).
Milk had several jobs before he became a
financial analyst in New York.
In 1972 Milk moved to San Francisco and
“If a bullet should enter my brain, let that
opened there a small camera store. He soon
bullet destroy every closet door.” Harvey
gained supporters and became a leader in the gay
Milk
community.
Milk’s popularity increased when he challenged the city’s gay leadership, which he
thought wasn’t enough in order to gain greater political rights for homosexuals.
In 1973 Milk ran for seat on the city’s Board of Supervisors but didn’t make it. After that
he tried again in 1976 but it has ended the same.
Eventually, he was elected in 1977 and became the first openly gay man to be
elected to a public office in the history of the United States in California.
About Harvey Milk’s death
A year after Harvey Milk was elected, he and the city’s mayor, George Moscone, were
shot and killed in the City Hall by Dan White, a conservative former city supervisor.
White’s conviction on the lesser charge of “voluntary manslaughter” and release after 5
years in prison caused a riot in the city that was afterwards called “White Night Riot”.
Despite of Milk’s short career in politics, he became an icon in San Francisco and “a
martyr for gay rights”
Anne Kronenberg, his final campaign manager wrote of him: “What set Harvey apart
from you or me was that he was a visionary. He imagined a righteous world inside his
head and then he set about to create it for real, for all of us”
Milk was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2009 by Barak
Obama.
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Homophobic laws
Homosexual acts are illegal in about 70
out of 195 countries around the world.
In some countries, being homosexual will
cost you your life (by death penalty). These
countries will most probably be Islamic
countries such as
Mauritania, Sudan, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Emirates, Yemen, Pakistan, parts
of Chechnya, and some Islamist dominated
regions within Nigeria and Somalia. The cause
of this is interpretations of the Shari’a Law
(Islamic law) which determines that there
should be a death penalty for homosexual
people because according to law, it is a crime.
Iran is the nation that executed the largest
number of its citizens for homosexuality. Since
1979 (the Islamic revolution in Iran), the Iranian
government has executed more than 4,000
people who were charged as homosexuals.

Same-sex
relationships legal
Same-sex marriage
Other type of
partnership (or
unregistered
cohabitation)
Same-sex marriage
recognized, but not
performed
Homosexuality
legal but same-sex
unions not
recognized

Same-sex
relationships illegal
Minimal penalty
Large penalty
Life in prison
Death penalty

Also, in almost all of the countries around the world homosexuals cannot get married,
adopt a child, join the army, etc.
The arguments against same-sex marriage is the use of the word “marriage” as applied
to homosexual couples and also the objection
of the legal and social status of marriage of
homosexual couples.
Other arguments include social
consequences of same-sex marriage parenting concerns (their bad influence),
tradition and so on.
The statistics of homosexuality in the military:
The U.S army recently canceled the Don’t Ask Don’t Tell law which
discriminated homosexual people by disallowing them to
Homosexuals and bisexuals are
join the army as openly homosexuals. In Israel
allowed to serve in the military
homosexual people can also join the army.
Homosexuals and bisexuals
banned from serving (or samegender sexual relationships illegal)
Data not available
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Statistics
o In the United States, students face threats of violence and hear words such as
“faggot” “homo” and “sissy” about 26 times a day on average, or one every 14
minutes, according to a 1998 study by Mental Health America.
o Nine out of 10 LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual or Transgender) students (86.2%)
experienced harassment at school.
Three-fifths (60.8%) felt unsafe at school because of their sexual orientation.
About one-third (32.7%) skipped a day of school in the past month because of
feeling unsafe (GLSEN National School Climate Survey 2009).
o Lesbian, gay, and bisexual adolescents are twice more likely to use
drugs and alcohol than are heterosexual teens (Marshal MP, Friedman
MS, et al – Addiction2008).
o It is estimated that between 20 and 40 percent of all homeless youth
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and/or transgender (2006 National
Gay & Lesbian Task Force: An Epidemic of Homelessness). 62% of
homeless LGB youth will attempt suicide at least once—more than
twice as many as their heterosexual peers (Van Leeuwen JMm et al –
Child Welfare 2005)
o 50% of lesbian and gay youth report parental rejection because of their sexual
orientation. (Remafedi, G. (1987). Male homosexuality: the adolescent’s
perspective. Pediatrics, 79, 326–330.)
o 4 out of 5 students in school don’t know one supportive adult in their school
environment. (Massachusetts High School Students and Sexual Orientation
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2001.)
o FBI data shows that in 2005, 13.8% of hate crimes in the U.S.A., a total of 1,213
attacks, were motivated by bias against the victim's sexual orientation. 61.3%
of those were committed against men who were or were perceived to be gay,
while 1.9% of victims were or were perceived to be straight. (Robin L., Brener
N.D., Donahue S.F., Hack T., Hale K., Goodenow C. Associations between
health risk behaviors and opposite-, same-, and both-sex sexual partners in
representative samples of Vermont and Massachusetts high school students.
Archive Pediatric Adolescent Medicine. 2002 Apr. 156(4):349-55.)
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Should homosexuality be accepted in society? (Percentage of responders that
answered accept)

81% - 100%
71% - 80%
61% - 70%
51% - 60%
41% - 50%
31% - 40% - Israel is here!
21% - 30%
11% - 20%
1% - 10%
No data
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The numbers of
countries and states that have decriminalized homosexuality over the past centuries:
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Supportive organizations and projects
There are many organizations that support homosexual people and they keep growing
and gaining more and more support each and every year.
Many famous singers, actors, public figures support those organizations and projects
(Even the president of the United States, Barak Obama).

Some of the main organizations and projects:

The Trevor Project
The Trevor Project is an American organization which was founded in 1998 by James
Lecesne, Peggy Rajski and Randy Stone.
This Organization is the leading national organization focused on suicide prevention
among homosexual youth.
The Trevor Project is based on an
Academy Award winning film, Trevor, a
comedy/drama about a gay 13-year-old
boy who, when rejected by friends
because of his sexuality, makes an
attempt to take his life.
When Trevor was scheduled to air on HBO in 1998, the filmmakers realized that some
of the program’s young viewers might be facing the same kind of crisis as Trevor, and
began to search for an appropriate support line to broadcast during the airing. They
discovered that no such lifeline existed, and decided to dedicate themselves to forming
what was, in their view, a much-needed resource: an organization to promote
acceptance of LGBT youth, and to aid in crisis and suicide prevention among that
group.
The Trevor Project is the first and only nationwide, around-the-clock crisis and suicide
prevention lifeline for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth.
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NOH8 Campaign

Tori Spelling & Dean
McDermott
Supporting the NOH8
Campaign

The NOH8 Campaign is a silent
protest
against California
Proposition 8 (a proposition which
eliminate rights of same-sex
couples to marry). The campaign
features photographs of people with
their mouth taped and “NOH8”
painted on their cheek.
The campaign was created in 2009 by the
photographer Adam Bouska and Jeff Parashley.
3 Years since its inception, the NOH8 Campaign grew
over 20,000 faces and continues to grow at an
exponential rate.
The campaign began with portraits of everyday Californians from all walks of life and soon rose
to include politicians, military personnel, newlyweds, law enforcement, artists, celebrities, and
many more.
Larry King
Supporting the
NOH8 Campaign
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It Gets Better Project
It Gets Better is an internet-based project which was
founded in the United States by Dan Savage and his
husband, Terry Miller on 2010, to show young
LGBT people the levels of happiness, potential, and
positivity their lives will reach – if they can just get
through their teen years. The It Gets Better Project
wants to remind teenagers in the LGBT community
that they are not alone — and it WILL get better.
The project was created in response to the suicides
of teenagers who were bullied because of their
sexual orientations.
More than a year later, the It Gets Better Project
has turned into a worldwide movement, inspiring more than 30,000 user-created videos
viewed more than 40 million times. To date, the project has received submissions from
celebrities, organizations, activists, politicians and media personalities, including
President Barack Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Rep. Nancy Pelosi, Adam
Lambert, Anne Hathaway, Colin Farrell, Matthew Morrison of "Glee", Joe Jonas, Joel
Madden, Ke$ha, Sarah Silverman, Tim Gunn, Ellen DeGeneres, Suze Orman, the staffs
of The Gap, Google, Facebook, Pixar, the Broadway community, and many more.
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Conclusion
During the process of writing my project about homophobia, I have learnt a lot of new
things and also, I had a chance to talk about this subject with some really interesting
people and of course, I have learnt a lot from them.
I still think that homophobia is a worldwide problem that needs to be recognized though
I realized that it gets better each and every year and I hope that as the years pass,
people won’t have to deal with this kind of problems and they won’t be discriminated for
who they are and who they love.

Reflection
What new information did I learn from the project? I learned a lot of new things from my
project, especially the statistics of homophobia around the world, about homophobia
laws that are still relevant these days and about “Gay Bashing”.
Which part of the project did I find the most interesting? Probably the “Gay Bashing”
part, because I learned a lot of new things from it.
Which part of the project did I find the most difficult to do? It was very difficult for me to
read and also watch movies about the two individuals Matthew Shepard and Harvey
Milk who were killed because it is difficult for me to deal with those kinds of things.
How has this project contributed to my knowledge of the English language? This project
contributed to my writing skills because I usually don’t write a lot.
How would I do this project differently if I did it again? I actually wouldn’t change a thing
in my project.
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